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Imagine this: You're tired after a long day, and you don't want to cook at home. It's two a.m., and you decide to order

some late-night takeout. Nothing seems out of the ordinary when the delivery man arrives, and you go to sleep

peacefully after having a hearty meal. The next morning, however, you find that a precious decoration is missing from

the porch.

You have security cameras all over, and yet the decoration is missing from the one place that your outdoor cameras

don't cover. You have no eligible proof of anyone taking it, and as such, you cannot file for action. A rather frustrating

dilemma, isn't it?

Surprisingly enough, the situation is very similar for most homeowners, both beginners and veterans. It's simply not

enough to buy the most expensive cameras if you cannot place them correctly. Good home camera placement relies

on optimum coverage, height elevations (7-9 ft rule), and positioning.

THE D.O.R.I. CAMERA FRAMEWORK:

• Detection: Confirming someone's presence in a wide area.

• Observation: Monitoring activities, group size, and paths.

• Recognition: Determining if the subject is familiar or stranger.

• Identification: Crisp facial details, license plates, and distinct features.

How To Find The Best Installation Places For Home Security
Cameras
Random camera placement is outright unnecessary. Treat your property like an outsider. Enter and approach the

place as if it's your first time being there. Walk through the driveway, inspect the backyard, and investigate all access

points. Ask yourself: 'If I were to commit a burglary here, how would I approach the house?' Once you adopt that

mindset, risk zones become immediately apparent.

8 Best Outdoor Home Camera Placement Zones

1. The Main Entrance

First and foremost, cover the main entrance. While a doorbell camera provides eye-level visitor interaction, add an

elevated camera (8-9 ft) to capture surrounding porch activities and eliminate close-range tampering blind spots.
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2. The Driveway

Track all vehicles approaching the property. Aim one narrow lens at license plate capture distance and a second

wide-angle lens covering the driveway up to the street line.

3. The Garage Entrance

Cover the exterior garage vehicle door and the interior connecting door. Over 9% of residential intrusions utilize

unmonitored garage entryways.

4. The Back Entrance

According to the FBI, 22% of break-ins occur via back doors. Back doors often suffer from lower lighting. Pair rear

cameras with motion-activated illumination or high-grade IR night vision.

5. Patio & Backyard

Cover perimeter garden gates, fence gaps, and deck stairwells leading to main living areas.

6. Side & Alternative Entrances

Side walkways often provide intruders concealed pathways. Implement lengthwise camera views looking down the

corridor rather than pointing straight at a fence.

7. Window Access Zones

Ground-level and basement windows hidden behind thick shrubs are prime targets. Keep plants trimmed and monitor

exterior window approaches.

8. Outdoor Sheds & Detached Structures

Sheds containing tools, ladders, and electrical sub-panels should be actively covered. Intruders frequently raid sheds

for burglary tools or power cutoffs.

Placing Security Cameras Indoors: Privacy & Best Practices
• Prioritize Traffic Intersections: Hallways, staircases, and ground-floor foyers provide maximum coverage

without invading private spaces.

• Avoid Private Rooms: Never place indoor cameras in bedrooms, bathrooms, or changing quarters.

• Guest Transparency: Always inform guests and house sitters of active interior cameras.

• Local-First Storage: Store indoor footage on encrypted local NVR/NAS systems rather than unencrypted

third-party clouds.

6 Common Home Camera Placement Mistakes To Avoid
1. Ignoring Wedge Geometry: Cameras capture wedge-shaped cones, not circles. Burglars exploit the

unshaded blind spots right beneath uncalibrated mounts.
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2. Focusing on Spots Instead of Routes: Always align cameras along continuous approach vectors (driveways,

walkways) rather than fixed static spots.

3. Direct Backlighting & Glare: Pointing cameras towards sunrise, sunset, or intense exterior floodlights creates

useless dark silhouettes.

4. Skipping the Physical Face Test: Physically walk towards the mounted camera at 10, 20, and 30 feet to verify

facial identification sharpness.

5. Missing Drip Loops & Weatherproofing: Ensure outdoor cables include a downward drip loop to prevent

water tracking directly into camera housing.

6. Zero Battery & Power Backup: Ensure your NVR, router, and PoE cameras are connected to a dedicated

uninterruptible power supply (UPS).

Professional Custom Camera Placement Blueprints
There is no one-size-fits-all blueprint for residential camera placement. At Shield & Shelter, our certified security

engineers turn your property floor plan into an architect-grade camera placement plan with exact mounting

elevations, focal length specifications, and 100% blind-spot elimination.

Book a Virtual Security Assessment: Visit shieldnshelter.com/book-assessment/

Explore Sample Reports: Visit shieldnshelter.com/sample-report/
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